
 
 

Repudiation of the recent reporting of Ayahuasca by Veja and Isto É (*) 
 
 
With the support of those named below, we, researchers of the Interdisciplinary 
Group for Psychoactive Studies (NEIP, www.neip.info), wish to express our 
repudiation of the recent denigration of the ayahuasca religions of Brazil—in their 
various traditions and branches—that has occurred through obscurantist, mistaken 
and judgemental materials published by the magazines Veja (‘Liberated’, edition 
2150: 3/2/2010) and Isto É (‘The Crossroads of Daime’, edition 2100: 5/2/2010). By 
way of repudiation, we collectively affirm that: 
 
The rights to religious liberty and religious pluralism are enshrined in the Federal 
Constitution of Brazil; 
 
The religions of Santo Daime, Barquinha and Union of the Vegetal (UDV)—which 
emerged in the north of Brazil from the 1930s, expanded to Brazil’s urban centres 
and diversified through various manifestations—constitute a legitimate cultural 
and religious expression; 
 
As with other religious practices, such as those of African origin, who were 
persecuted in the past, these groups have been systematically persecuted. It is our 
duty to combat the stigmatisation of minority religions; 
 
The process regulating the use of ayahuasca is the outcome of more than 25 years 
of dialogue between the government, religious practitioners and academics. 
Resolution no. 1 of the National Political Council on Drugs (CONAD) of 25 
January 2010 reflects this process; 
 
The model formulated in Brazil to work with this polemical point is of a 
pioneering nature and has influenced the legislation of various other countries 
across the world; 
 
There is neither scientific nor empirical evidence that ayahuasca causes 
dependency, much less that its consumption can lead to death; 
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The consumption of psychoactive substances is part of human history. We should 
abandon the current model of public debate which demonises such consumption; 
 
Debate about the important subject of the ayahuasca religions should be ethical, 
respect constitutional principles, consider all available knowledge, and not 
substitute tolerance and dialogue for prejudgments, accusations, stigma, and 
sensationalism. 
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Stella Pereira de Almeida – Pós-Doutora em Psicologia pela USP 

 

Gabriel de Santis Feltran – Professor do Departamento de Sociologia da UFSCar  
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Julio Delmanto – Coletivo DAR - Desentorpecendo a Razão 
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Paulo Moreira - Doutorando em Antropologia UFBA 

 

Messias Basques – Mestrando em Antropologia Social pela UFSCar-SP 
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(*) Translated from Portuguese into English by Andrew Dawson. Original 
reference: Núcleo de Estudos Interdisciplinares sobre Psicoativos (NEIP), 2010. 
Nota de repúdio às notícias veiculadas pelas Revistas Veja e Isto É sobre a 
Ayahuasca. Available at:  
http://www.neip.info/html/objects/_downloadblob.php?cod_blob=542  
 
Current reference: Interdisciplinary Group for Psychoactive Studies (NEIP), 2010. 
Repudiation of the recent reporting of Ayahuasca by Veja and Isto É. Available at: 
www.neip.info  
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